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 “RE-EDUCATION CAMPS IN CHINA: HUMAN RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS”,  

Ayupov Dinmukhamed 

 

 

Introduction 

The issue of infringement of human rights in China 

has been discussed for a very long time, and because 

of this, many research works have been carried out. 

However more recently, after the emergence of 

reliable information about the re-education camps, 

the final decision was made to begin work on the 

study of China's actions. Local disregard for the 

issue can have a worldwide repercussion, and that is 

why the importance of this topic should be noted. 

The study will involve personal interviews with 

people who have passed the re-education camps, 

articles, and academic papers. As mentioned above, 

studies have already been carried out on human 

rights violations in China, nevertheless this work 

will focus specifically on re-education camps, and 

only occasionally refer to legislation and human 

rights committees. The purpose of this study is to 

highlight the existing problem so that as many 

people as possible learn about the state lawlessness 

in China. 

 

Countries' Failure to Resist China's Misconduct 

China has had a reeducation camp practice for a 

very long time, and the only difference is in the 

name. The original version was the Laogai system, 

in which prisoners were used to producing various 

kinds of products. The publicity of these 

manipulations jeopardized the export of Chinese 

products, and they had to change the name of the 

system, reforming it into educational centers. In 

many ways, it worked, because the documents 

pursue the goal of providing citizens who got into 

this program to work for the benefit of the Chinese 

people. Yet, as mentioned above, this is just a 

substitution of concepts, and the very essence of the 

concentration camps remained. This is confirmed by 

the increased attention of the European Parliament. 

Referring to the words of Foreign Secretary Straw 

(2003), in the government report on Hong Kong, he 

explicitly expressed dissatisfaction with the 

restriction of legitimate human rights. To be more 

precise, since 2000, the persecution of Falun Gong 

practitioners began, and the subsequent violation of 

their rights. The report presented China's illegal 

actions against these people, supporting these words 

with local situations. The unsuccessful meeting did 

not leave any consequences for China. It would seem 

that an expert report published in the United Nations 

news portal (https://news.un.org/en/story/2005/1 

1/160612-un-expert-torture-and-cruel-punishment-

visits-china) would be an important point for 

 

solving these problems, but things turned out 

differently. Nowak (2005), in a report after his visit 

to China, described rather detailed information on 

the methods of torture of prisoners in the camps. As a 

human rights lawyer, Nowak rightly noted many 

violations, for example, the lack of legal 

requirements for a person to complain about torture. 

Obviously, China had no right to ignore such high-

profile complaints, and soon a memorandum 

“International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights” was signed between the UN and China. The 

obligation was to change or find an alternative to the 

then judicial system. In a document titled "The end 

of reeducation through labor? Recent developments 

and prospects for reform", the US Congress touched 

on the 2005 reform of the Chinese judiciary. It was 

discussed to weaken pre-trial proceedings, which 

directly influenced RTL (Re-education through 

labor), thereby softening the fate of many people. 

However, the next amendment introduced a 

controversial law called “Implementation Opinion 

Regarding Further Strengthening and Improvement 

of Reeducation Through Labor Review and 

Approval Work” which, as the congress participants 

themselves said, were vague opportunities for RTL. 

The police had the right to force people to fit the 

RTL system by sending them to these camps. In 

turn, the lawyers referred to Article 37 of Chinese 

Legislation, which referred to the approval of the 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2005/11/160612-un-expert-torture-and-cruel-punishment-visits-china
https://news.un.org/en/story/2005/11/160612-un-expert-torture-and-cruel-punishment-visits-china
https://news.un.org/en/story/2005/11/160612-un-expert-torture-and-cruel-punishment-visits-china
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People's Court in the first place. The meeting ended 

only with China's promises of reform and 

improvement of the social aspect of citizens' lives. 

After analyzing the above material, we can conclude 

that any lawful actions of international human rights 

organizations failed and subsequent illegal actions 

of China. Such a negligent attitude of the same UN 

towards the citizens of China can also be attributed 

to the unwillingness to use the material of non-

governmental organizations. For example, Dui Hua 

Foundation (https://www.dui 

huaresearch.org/2013/01/police-updated-rtl-rules-

in-2005-but.html?m=0), in “Police Updated 

RTL Rules in 2005, but Have They Complied?” 

analyzed the use of Chinese laws against ordinary 

citizens. It was said that many changes have been 

introduced since 2005 that directly affect the RTL 

system. First of all, this is an expansion of the list of 

crimes, so that as many people as possible can get on 

the list of prisoners who should be sent to re-

education camps. Or Laogai Research Foundation    

(https://laogairesearch.org/archives/certificate-of-

release/),    which    are    actively 

investigating re-education camps, attaching official 

documents of the Chinese Communist Party to 

them. The last major release came when they were 

able to retrieve the original document from the 

Hundu Prison in Jiangxi Province. There it was 

written about the addition of additional punishments 

for the accused and an increase in his term associated 

with illness. Unfortunately, this kind of information 

is not disclosed in the media, much less discussed at 

major meetings of international organizations. 

Concealment of information about illegalities in 

China by global companies 

China is rapidly growing its position in the global 

market, citing to Bain & Co (2020) reports, this 

phenomenon increases the desire of many 

companies to get hold of the Chinese consumer 

market, and thereby adapt to any of their 

requirements (Lannes & Zhang, 2020). In a 

published US government document (2020), it 

spoke about business guidelines for companies, 

alerting them that Xinjiang is involved in the use of 

forced labor through the exploitation of people in 

correctional camps. Albergotti (2020), by the The 

Washington Post (https://ashingtonpost.com 

/technology/2020/11/20/apple-uighur/) edition 

released the article that combined the comments of 

Apple officials on the bill. Certainly, Apple 

condemns any mistreatment of people, whereas they 

still demand to soften this bill. This is due to the fact 

that if a company is found to be connected with slave 

labor, then it will face responsibility and subsequent 

ruin. This is why Apple spokesman Rosenstock 

(2020) called on the US government to respect their 

main supply chain. This decision was supported by 

such global companies as Coca-Cola, Nike, Adidas, 

and many others. Although there is hypocrisy on the 

part of the same clothing manufacturers because they 

are part of the Better Cotton Initiative, a non-profit 

organization whose goal is precisely to safely and 

legally harvest cotton. All of the above series of 

events can perfectly reveal the influential position 

of China in the market, which, obviously, influences 

the decisions of companies. Can companies be 

blamed for supporting the use of prisoners in re-

education camps to supply goods? The answer 

is ambiguous. Nevertheless, a big role is played by 

the heads of countries, who with their bills only 

worsen the life situation of prisoners in the same 

Xinjiang. 

Kazakhstan's position on the issue of re-

education camps 

At the moment, Kazakhstan does not pursue the task 

of loudly highlighting the problem as the same UN, 

because there is a chance that Kazakhstan will lose 

the confidence of China and finally lose the ability 

to return citizens. Azattyq (2018) highlighted the 

visits of diplomats from many countries, among 

which Western diplomats were not invited. This is 

due to years of criticism of the Chinese legal system, 

and therefore Richardson (2019), Director of the 

international organization Human Rights Watch 

published a criticism of the diplomats' campaign and 

a demand for a freer screening of the institution with 

personal conversation. Unfortunately, Kazakhstan 

is not interested in such initiatives, and referring to 

the statement of Atamkulov (2019), Kazakhstan 

aims to reduce the number of ethnic Kazakhs in re-

education camps. In 2018 alone, more than 2,500 

visas were issued, and every year the percentage of 

https://www.duihuaresearch.org/2013/01/police-updated-rtl-rules-in-2005-but.html?m=0
https://www.duihuaresearch.org/2013/01/police-updated-rtl-rules-in-2005-but.html?m=0
https://www.duihuaresearch.org/2013/01/police-updated-rtl-rules-in-2005-but.html?m=0
https://laogairesearch.org/archives/certificate-of-release/
https://laogairesearch.org/archives/certificate-of-release/
https://ashingtonpost.com/technology/2020/11/20/apple-uighur/
https://ashingtonpost.com/technology/2020/11/20/apple-uighur/
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imprisoned Kazakhs decreases (Atamkulov, 2019). 

Kazakhstan does not violate the UN charter, thereby 

not interfering in China's affairs, nevertheless not 

leaving its citizens in prison. This kind of initiative 

is commendable, although it does not cause delight 

among the people. 

Summing up, we can come to the conclusion that re-

education camps are still an urgent problem, which 

only gets worse every year. The work done by the 

United Nations and other countries that took part in 

solving this problem is insufficient, and the 

regulations introduced to limit the sponsorship of 

re-education camps by world companies were 

only able to give publicity and nothing more. 

Touching upon the position of Kazakhstan, one can 

only hope for the soonest return of all imprisoned 

compatriots. The material used is reliable and 

confirmed by the official regulations of the countries 

and documents from China. They are available for 

public viewing, which makes them possible for 

subsequent distribution. The relevance of the data is 

supported by supporting materials in these works. 

The development of this study directly depends on 

the provision of official data and research from the 

UN and the adoption of such non-profit 

organizations like Laogai Research Foundation and 

Dui Hua Foundation, which have data directly from 

re-education camps in China. 
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