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INTRODUCTION  

Sociolects are deciphered as social dialects. 
These are words specific to a certain group 
of people. They can be used as a broad 
term words for secrecy as special words 
for professions. Such veiled words may 
indicate belonging to one particular group. 
The researchers noted the use of certain 
words when exposed to a certain group 
of people (Dvorak, 2019; Shnell, 2014). 
Moreover, a person can use words under 
the influence of that environment. Thus, 
the research revealed the difference in the 
choice of words among people subject to 
professions in different fields (Lewandowski, 
2010). There are four schools at KAZGUU 
University, three of which are to be 
discussed in this paper. They are High 
School of Law (HSL), International School 
of Economics (ISE), School of Liberal Arts 
(SLA). In this study, the sociolects related 
to the students of each of the three schools 
to be considered. The observation in this 
study considers the vocabulary of the 
representatives of professions within the 
walls of the university, which can shed light 
on the interaction of their participants.

PROBLEM STATEMENT 

Social dialects differ depending on the group 
of people. Interaction with a particular group 
of people may require comprehension of 

certain words in order to be understood. 
Within the walls of the university, students 
may not have sufficient knowledge in 
deciphering the meanings of specific words 
due to their veil.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The present study is performed to identify 
the sociolects used by three schools of 
the University of KAZGUU. It is aimed to 
observe the differences of usage of words 
in the walls of one academic place. The 
investigation may provide the insight of the 
students’ communication, as well as the link 
between the school representatives with 
their future occupational field. 

RESEARCH QUESTION

The overarching question of this paper is 
“Which sociolects do the students of M. S. 
Narikbaev KAZGUU University HSL (High 
School of Law), ISE (International School 
of Economics), and SLA (School of Liberal 
Arts) use?”.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The dialectal words belonging to certain 
social group is considered to be called 
as sociolects. According to Lewandowski 
(2010), a sociolect act as a bridge in the 
communication between an individual and  
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a particular social group. Such specific 
words differentiate population of non-
identical groups. Likewise, sociolinguists 
Budin and Vincy YB (2022) investigated the 
usage of the words belonging to a certain 
school in the observational setting to see 
the differences of wording. 

In order for a word to become characteristic 
of indicators of a certain group of people, it 
is necessary that the word or phrase is to 
be used by a large number of individuals in 
the group at a common event. For example, 
a researcher defined words as indicators of 
high status after they were used by people 
at an official event (Holmes, 2013). On 
the contrary, to this opinion, Shnell (2014) 
illuminate on the concept of linguistic 
behavior. 

From the perspective of belonging to certain 
profession, researcher found the varieties 
of occupational and non-occupational 
concepts (Lewandowski, 2010). The use 
of sociolects by the representatives of 
each school demonstrated a word choice 
appropriate for the group involving the 
meaning differences. Similarly to this 
opinion, Dvorak (2019) elaborates on 
the speech of profession wording. Some 
naming can deal with every day belongings, 
which can be identified by people of the 
profession. It was identified that people 
being in the profession of law field use 
completely different words compared to 
the field of service. Their social status is 
demonstrated by the words of high level 
and terminology. 

Therefore, the use of the sociolects 
is connected with social and linguistic 
patterns. This includes occupation and 
focus on word meaning. The present study 
concerns particular choice of sociolects 
by the students of three direction different 
directions (economics, law, and language) 
to determine the words used.

METHODOLOGY 

The present section assists as a tool to 

answer the question of the research. The 
methodology for the present study was 
chosen from the works of sociolinguistic 
analysis made by the researchers Budin 
and Vincy YB (2022). They investigated 
three school in their university and identified 
particular words used. In order to do that 
the researchers used observation method 
(Budin & Vincy YB, 2022). It allowed the 
investigators to be in the focus of the 
phenomenon, in their case it was the use of 
specific words by the representatives of each 
group. The present study uses qualitative 
method of analysis with the observation 
type (Creswell, 2016). Observation is able 
to provide more expanded details compared 
to written or spoken interviews (Creswell, 
2016, chapter 14). 

RESEARCH SITE

In order to investigate the social phenomenon 
within the walls of educational organization, 
the research site included places in M. 
S. Narikbaev KAZGUU University. The 
locations studied were chosen depending 
on the communication environment of the 
students. Thus, the present study did not 
include settings, where students tent to 
remain silent as library in the ground floor. 
Moreover, students tried to stay quiet when 
spending their time in the fourth flooa at the 
resting zone. When choosing a place for this 
observation, it was also noted that the time 
of a day is to be taken into consideration. 
That is, even when a place chosen has 
the environment of communication, 
students restrained their interaction in the 
early morning times between nine a.m. 
until midday. The observation examined 
relatively equal period in each of the places. 
As such, the setting of the conversation 
three locations where chosen, which are

•	 the library hall

•	 the second floor: co-working space

•	 the third floor: N. A. Shaikenov Atrium

(Appendix A.)
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DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENTS 

Information for the investigation is to be 
collected qualitatively. The researcher 
observes targets in the set of phenomenon 
and note the sociolects used (Appendix B.). 
Students at the University are investigated 
and their speech between each other acts 
as the main source for data required. The 
observer listens to their conversations and 
in the case of any words, which can be 
considered as the sociolects. It is worth to 
make sure the school where the student 
belong to in order to notice other deviations 
from standard speech.

OBSERVER ROLE

For this investigation, the observer is to 
collect information without attention; that 
is the complete observer type (Creswell, 
2016, chapter 14, p. 4). It is worth noting that 
the researcher observes from the position 
when not to be noticed.

PARTICIPANTS

Participants for the present study are the 
students of KAZGUU University. Each of 
the three schools representatives (HSL, 
ISE, SLA) will be taken separately. The 
students are from the first year of study and 
higher. 

LIMITATIONS

Bias of the researcher 

Subjective opinion of the researcher due 
to the lack of experience. The researcher 
may decide how the dialogues look and 
how the speakers position themselves, 
while in reality it can be different. Thus, this 
research tent to possess biased features. 

Findings and Discussion

Sociolinguistic studies done by the 
researchers review in the previous sections 
shed the light to the specific usage of 
sociolects depending on the occupational 

field. Some professions tend to use those 
word choices on a daily basis matter. 
As Lewandowski (2010) illuminated, 
people that deal with the profession of 
law had specific features. They, as was 
identified, used higher-leveled vocabulary, 
demonstrating the education in the field. 
Moreover, the researcher noted the present 
of terminology related to the occupation. As 
it was noted, the students dealing with law 
procedures 

From the students of High School of Law 
or HSL, the sociolects included ‘Diduction’ 
in the meaning of ‘a thing that is to be 
developed’. The students of the school 
utilize the word ‘Spravidlovo’ in Russian in 
the general context as saying ‘fair enough 
or true’. Other sociolect phrases observed 
included ‘Rastorzhenie braka’, ‘na kakom 
osnovanii’, ‘iziskanie’, ‘postanovlenie’, 
‘ustav’. While some of them can be used as 
the word for a general use as ‘Rastorzhenie 
braka’ or a divorce procedure, and ‘na 
kakom osnovanii’ in the meaning of ‘on 
what purpose’, the rest three are the 
terminological. To analyse the word choice 
of HSL, it is essential to understand the 
meaning of each. For instance, the word 
iziskanie’ in Russian, which is translated as 
‘survey or research’. In the field of law, it is 
mostly used in the meaning of ‘identifying’. 
Then comes the ‘postanovlenie’, which is 
the word related to some governmental 
procedures and regulated documentation. 
They can be used as governmental 
resolution or presidential decree. In the 
present study, the meaning of the word 
was connected to university rule. Next is 
‘ustav’ that is regulation. Students used the 
phrase ‘ne po ustavu’, which may mean the 
process of making something out of the 
general rule. 

From the students of International School of 
Economic or ISE, the following words and 
phrases belonging to dialectal words of social 
group. The findings were case, indicator, 
deficit, thesis, target, front, and ‘razvod’. 
The word ‘keis’ was used in the meaning 
of happened event, whereas ‘indikator’ was 
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used to demonstrate something. ‘Deficit’ to 
show the lack of something, which is used 
as the term of a general basis as well as 
the term for accountancy field. ‘Front’ was 
used in the meaning of ‘the front side, the 
side with it seen’. An interesting finding 
noted was the presence of ‘grazhdanskie’ in 
the meaning of group of people belonging 
to non-military field. This may somehow 
intentionally differentiate the group of one 
group from another, as the representative 
of the school use this sociolect as the way 
to call other people who are not in their 
group. The students also used mostly ‘need 
to consider’ in the regular ‘need to discuss’, 
which can be linked to a professional 
terminology. 

From the saying of students from the 
School of Liberal Arts or SLA used mostly 
the words from English language as ‘funeral 
style’ referring to the style in clothes. 
Another sociolectal phrase was ‘so strange’ 
in English despite the fact that students 
were communication in Russian. Similarly 
to this, was the use of the word ‘randomno’ 
or random in the meaning of ‘selective’. The 
finding, which can give some insights about 
the social background of the student, was 
the word ‘salary’, although the researcher do 
not differentiate the social status differences 
in the context of university. 

Interestingly, the action of getting divorce 
after a legal mirage was expressed 
differently by the schools. That is, the School 
of Liberal Arts used ‘Razvod‘ in such a 
context, whereas the representatives of the 
Higher School of Law used more levelled 
expression ‘Rastorzhenie braka’. This can 
be similar to the findings of Lewandowski 
(2010) about the differences between the 
occupations. The students connected with 
the field of law, tent to use more upper 
variation of the standard phrase as in the 
finding explained above. The speech of 
the students of the School of Liberal Arts 
has more word English origin taking into 
account the fact that the students were 
communication with each other in Russian. 
Another similar example demonstrating 

the deference of word choice was the 
examination taken during the middle 
part of the semester. This word can be 
considered as the student sociolect and it 
can be related to the students in general. 
Nevertheless, the students of the SLA used 
the shortened version of the word ‘Midka’, 
while students of HSL were identified to 
use ‘midterm’ version. In this context, the 
International School of Economics keep 
neutrality by using both versions of the 
word in their conversations. In addition, the 
speech of ISE students contain words from 
English origin as in SLA, as well as some 
professional terminology as in HSL.

CONCLUSION

To summarize the information above, the 
purpose of the present study was to answer 
a research question “Which sociolects do 
the students of M. S. Narikbaev KAZGUU 
University HSL (High School of Law), ISE 
(International School of Economics), and 
SLA (School of Liberal Arts) use?”. 

In order to collect the information, the 
qualitative approach was used. The 
observation method provided a room for 
the data for analysis the use of sociolects. 
Sociolinguists identified the link between 
occupation and the use of a particular 
wording. 

The findings included that SLA students 
use language that is more colloquial with 
the higher use of English words, compared 
to the rest two schools. The HSL students 
has higher leveled vocabulary, which is 
similar to the findings of the researcher. 
Interestingly, the sociolects used by ISE 
students are kind of a mix of two. The student 
of this school can use colloquial phrases as 
well as some high-leveled administrative 
terminology. Therefore, the present study 
tried to investigate the sociolects used in 
the walls of the university. 
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